
My dear Confirmation Candidates,

My dear friends, this week Bishop Bootkoski would have come to the parish to confer the 
sacrament of Confirmation on you. Now I ask you to wait a little longer for Confirmation.
May 1st is the feast of St Joseph the Worker. But it used to be the Feast of St Phillip and St 
James, the Apostles. The Holy Father Pius XII moved the feast of the two Apostles to May 3rd.  
That “St James” is our patron saint, James the son of Alpheus, or James the Less or James the 
Just. He was Jesus’ cousin, all the same person. He wrote the Epistle of St James and he still 
speaks to us through that letter. What are some of the things he tells us?

“So for one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, it is a sin.” (James 4:17) Think 
about it. If somebody is being bullied in school and you know it is the right thing to help that 
person in someway, either by intervening on his behalf or by just being a friend even though it  
may be unpopular, what should you do? If you did nothing, St James tells us that is a sin. In the 
Confiteor we pray for forgiveness in “what we have done, and what we have failed to do.” That 
is what it means.

He also tells us in James 2:18, “Demonstrate your faith to me without works, and I will 
demonstrate my faith to you from my works.” In other words our faith inspires us and motivates 
us to do good things, for ourselves, for our family and for our community. What are some of 
these “good works”? The sacraments are good works for ourselves and for the church, our 
spiritual community. Every time we celebrate the sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy 
Communion it is a good work which better than any other good work shows your faith. Yes, 
caring for the poor is a good work but even the atheists do that out of pity. When you give to the 
poor let it be because it comes from your faith in Jesus Christ who commanded us to love God 
and neighbor. Do it out of faith and prayer. And remember even if you have nothing material to 
give you can give spiritual gifts by praying for those in need. The atheists can’t or won’t do that.

St James also tells us “My brothers, if anyone among you should stray from the truth and 
someone bring him back, he should know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error of 
his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20). If 
someone is lacking faith or acts in bad faith, in ways that are harmful to himself or others one 
should try to bring him back to Jesus. These works will testify for us when we appear before the 
Lord. How do we do this? Most importantly by leading a good life. If you are at peace with 
yourself no matter what happens you will be happy and others will see this and want to be at 
peace as you are. If you are grumpy and sad and angry all the time, then you will be very lonely. 
St Francis said that we should preach always and when we have to we should use words. That 
is we can bring more people to Jesus by the way we live than by preaching to them. 

To do these things it takes courage that we get from the gifts of the Holy Spirit: Wisdom, 
Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Awe and Wonder before the Lord 
(aka Fear of the Lord). These are the Gifts we receive at Confirmation.  Remember to pray with 
your families and also remember that I am praying for you as well. 

God Bless you and your family,

Fr Michael   


