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Daily Mass Schedule 
Morning Prayer 

Monday - Friday 8:15 am 
Weekday Mass 

Monday  - Friday 8:30 am 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday: 4:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 2:00 pm (Sp.) 
Adoration 

Thursdays 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
Confession 

Saturday: 3:00 pm or by appointment 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #6336 

83 E. Lincoln Avenue,  Monroe 
1st & 3rd Monday of every month 8:00pm 

 
St. James Columbiettes 

2nd Wednesday of every month 7:00 pm 

 
HALL RENTAL AVAILABLE 

732-521-3366 

Food Pantry Donation 
First Sunday of  every month 

Music Ministry 
 

   Lucas Barkley - Director of Music 

George Cole - Cantor 

St. James Cemetery 
 

Mott Avenue, Monroe Twp 
For more information please contact the Rectory 

PLOTS AVAILABLE 

Parish Mission Statement 
St. James the Less Parish is a Christian Community of the Roman 
Catholic tradition. Our Parish Community is dedicated to proclaiming 
the Gospel of Jesus, and as the people of God are called to further the 
mission of Jesus. We will do this through the Word, Liturgy, Sacrament, 
Music, Ecumenism, Evangelization, Religious Education of our 
Children, Prayer and the Honoring of the Blessed Virgin Mary. We will 
deepen our knowledge, skills and understanding of our Faith. We will be 
Faith based. Above all, we will foster Love by example and serve the 
needs of others to work towards economic and social development for 
all people.  

 

Parish Office: 732-521-0100   
Religious Education: 732-521-1188 
Fax: 732-521-8287   

Email: jamestheless1880@gmail.com 
Website: stjamesthelesschurch.org 

 
Office Hours:  
Monday, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

                     Adoration 
On Thursdays, Adoration will be held in the 
Church from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm.  All are 
welcome to come for any amount of time.  
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A message from Fr Juan C. Gaviria 

Today’s Gospel follows immediately after the Gospel 
proclaimed last week, in which Jesus taught that he was the 
vine and that his disciples were the branches. In the example 
of the vine and the branches, we learned that our union with 
Jesus will lead to fruitful service. Today’s reading extends this 
teaching to describe the kind of service that Christians are 
called upon to offer to others. 

When John wrote this Gospel, his community was influenced 
by a set of religious beliefs called Gnosticism. It appears that 
one of John’s intentions was to distinguish Christian belief 
from the beliefs held by the Gnostics. Evidence of this can be 
found in today’s Gospel. 

One of the tenets of Gnostic teaching was the importance of 
knowledge, or gnosis, as the determining aspect of faith. We 
read today’s Gospel as a response to this teaching. In John’s 
Gospel, we hear Jesus affirm that he is known by the Father 
and that his disciples will know the Father by knowing Jesus. 
In this passage, however, Jesus reminds his disciples that this 
knowledge is to be expressed in love. Those who know Jesus 
well—and Jesus says that his disciples do know him—will 
love one another. Knowledge leads to love, which leads to 
action. John reminds his community that Jesus taught that 
love is the sign of a true disciple and, thus, a true Christian. 
Even more, a true disciple shows a particular kind of love, 
sacrificial love. 

In the Greek, there are two words for love that are used in this 
passage. The first is agape. The second is philia. The first 
word is most often used to describe love for other persons and 
for God. It is understood as the highest and most perfect kind 
of love. The second word is used to describe the affection of 
friendship. In this context, John appears to use these words as 
synonyms. The root of the Greek word for friend comes from 
this second term for love, philia. By using this word, Jesus 
transforms the terms of his relationship with his disciples and 
redefines for them their relationship with God. In the Hebrew 
Scriptures, faith in God made one a servant of God. 

Here Jesus teaches that his relationship to his disciples is 
based on friendship, not servitude. 

Another aspect of Gnostic belief taught that a believer was an 
elect person, chosen and set apart from the world. John 
reminds his community that Jesus also taught that a disciple is 
one who had been chosen—one who had been chosen by 
Jesus. To be chosen by Jesus, however, is not to be set apart 
from the world. Instead, to be chosen by Jesus is to be sent to 
serve the world as he did. The disciples of Jesus were chosen 
and were sent into the world to bear fruit by serving others, by 
sacrificing for others, in love. 

This reading, like last week’s, is part of Jesus’ Last Supper 
discourse. In the context of John’s Gospel, these words are 
spoken before Jesus’ Crucifixion. We read his instruction to 
the disciples in light of his death and Resurrection. We know 
that Jesus himself gives us the greatest example of the kind of 
love and service that he teaches to his disciples. He has, in 
fact, laid down his life for his friends, for his disciples, and for 
us. Through his death and Resurrection, we have received the 
grace to love others as Jesus has commanded. 

Una carta de  Rev Juan C. Gaviria 

El evangelio de hoy sigue luego del de la semana anterior, 
donde Jesús les enseña a sus discípulos que el era la vid y ellos 
eran las ramas.  En el ejemplo de la vida y las ramas, 
aprendimos que nuestra unión con Jesús nos llevará a dar 
mejores frutos.  La lectura de hoy extiende su enseñanza sobre 
la clase de servicio que los cristianos estamos llamados a 
ofrecer a los demás. 

Cuando Juan escribió este evangelio, su comunidad estaba 
influenciada por las creencias religiosas llamadas Gnosticismo.  
Parece que una de las intenciones de San Juan era distinguir 
entre la enseñanza cristiana y la de los Gnósticos.   

Una de las enseñanzas de los Gnósticos fue sobre la 
importancia del conocimiento o gnosis (en griego), como 
aspecto determinante en la fe.  Leemos el evangelio de hoy 
como respuesta a esa enseñanza.  En el evangelio de Juan 
oiremos que Jesús afirma que el conoce al el Padre y que sus 
discípulos conocerán al Padre conociéndolo a él.   En este 
pasaje Jesús nos recuerda que dicho conocimiento debe ser 
expresado por el amor.  Aquellos que conocen bien a Jesús- y 
Jesús dice que sus discípulos lo conocen- se amarán unos a 
otros.  El conocimiento lleva al amor y luego a la acción.  San 
Juan recuerda a su comunidad que Jesús enseñó que el amor es 
el signo de un verdadero discípulo y de un verdadero cristiano. 
Aún más, un verdadero discípulo muestra un particular afecto 
y cariño, un amor sacrificado.   

En griego, hay dos palabras para expresar amor que se usan en 
este pasaje.  La primera es ágape.  La segunda es philia.  La 
primera palabra es usada mas a menudo para describir el amor 
por otras personas y por Dios.  Es entendida como la forma 
mas elevada y perfecta del amor.  La segunda palabra es usada 
para describir el afecto producto de la amistad.  En este 
contexto, San Juan parece usar esas palabras como sinónimas.  
La raíz de la palabra en griego para amigo, viene del segundo 
término para amor o sea philia.  Al usar esta palabra, Jesús 
transforma los términos de su relación con sus discípulos y 
redefine su relación con Dios.  En la escritura hebrea, la fe en 
Dios nos hace servidores de Dios. 

Aquí Jesús enseña que sus relaciones con sus discípulos se 
basan en la amistad y no en la servidumbre.   

Otro aspecto de la creencia gnóstica enseña que un creyente es 
una persona elegida, escogida y separada del mundo.  San Juan 
recuerda a su comunidad que Jesús también enseñó que un 
discípulo es alguien escogido por el mismo Jesús.  Ser 
escogido por Jesús es ser enviado a servir al mundo al igual 
que él lo hizo.  Los discípulos de Jesús fueron escogidos y 
fueron enviados al mundo a dar fruto mediante el servicio a 
otros por el sacrificio por otros, en el amor, 

Esta lectura, como la de la semana pasada, es parte del 
discurso de la última cena de Jesús.  En el contexto del 
evangelio de Juan, esas palabras se expresan antes de la 
crucifixión de Jesús.  Leemos su instrucción a los discípulos a 
la luz de la resurrección.  Sabemos que Jesús nos da el más 
grande ejemplo de la clase de amor y servicio que el enseñó a 
sus discípulos.  El de hecho, dio la vida por sus amigos, por 
sus discípulos y por nosotros. Por su cruz y resurrección, 
hemos recibido la gracia de amar a otros como Jesús nos ha 
ordenado.   



 

 

MINISTRIES 
 

Baptism:  Parents who wish to have their child baptized 
need to call the Rectory. Preparation classes are required 
and are by appointment only.  
 
Sponsors and Godparents:  Church law mandates that a 
sponsor for baptism and confirmation be an active 
Confirmed  Catholic.  An active Catholic is a parishioner 
who is registered, attends Mass weekly, contributes to the 
support of the church, is in a valid Catholic marriage (if 
married), and leads a life compatible with Church 
teaching. We can only write letters of eligibility for 
parishioners who meet these criteria. 
 
Matrimony: Couples contemplating this Sacrament must 
contact the Parish Office at least one year in advance. 
All couples planning marriage must attend Pre-Cana 
classes or Engaged Encounter. 
 
Ministry of the Sick:  Parishioners who are homebound 
and  would like to receive the Eucharist, please call the 
Rectory.  
 
Religious Education Classes: To register for Religious 
Education classes, please contact our PCL, Kim Bohinski
-Smith at 732-521-1188 
 
RCIA:  Adults inquiring about the Catholic Church with 
a desire to become Catholic are invited to call the Parish 
Office for more information about the Rite of Catholic 
Initiation of Adults which begins in September and runs 
through the following Easter. 
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MASS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 
 
 

MONDAY, MAY 10 
8:30 AM   + JUANA LUGO MARRERO 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 11 
8:30 AM  + LINA & FRANCESCO SPILOTROS 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 
8:30 AM  + ROSALIE SERPE & DIANA VECCHIO 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 13 
8:30 AM   + MARY DURKIN 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 14 
8:30  AM   + FOUAD KILMAT 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 15 
4:00 PM    + GRACE WETZEL 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 16 
8:00 AM     + MARIA MADAFFERI  
10:00 AM    + PATRICIA ZIPF 
2:00 PM     + SAMUEL BENAVIDES  

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK/ 
LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 

Week of May 10th  

 
 MONDAY/ LUNES- EASTER WKDAY 

291: Acts 16:11-15   Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b   Jn 15:26 -16:4a 
  
TUESDAY/MARTES-EASTER WKDAY 

292: Acts 16:22-34   Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8   Jn 16:5-11 
 
WEDNESDAY/MIERCOLES -EASTER WKDAY 
293: Acts 17:15, 22—-18:1   Ps 148:1-2, 11-14   Jn 16:12-15 
 
THURSDAY/JUEVES - ST CATHERINE/SIENA 

58: Acts 1:1-11   Ps 47:2-3, 6-9   Eph 1:17-23  
Mk 16:15-20 
 
FRIDAY/VIERNES -  EASTER WKDAY 

564: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26   Ps 113:1-8   Jn 15:9-17 
  
SATURDAY/SÁBADO - EASTER WKDAY 

296: Acts 18:23-28   Ps 47:2-3, 8-10   Jn 16:23b-28 
 
 SUNDAY/DOMINGO- 5TH SUNDAY/EASTER 

60: Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26   Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-
20   1 Jn 4:11-16   Jn 17:11b-19 

       Prayers for the Sick 
 
Week 1:  Elizabeth “Betty” Cafiero, Catherine 

Cryan, Danny Gooch, Finnley Hanway, Adrienne 
Hoffman, Bob Horan, Trent Powers, Jack 
Raskin, Peggy Schiller, Bill Sharp, Elizabeth 
“Betty” Zelasko 

 
Week 2:  

 
Week 3: 

 
Week 4: 
 
Names on the Sick List will be included for 
four (4) weeks.  If you or someone you know is 
sick or in the hospital, please let us know so 
that we can pray for them.  To add someone to 
the list please call the rectory or send an email 
to: jamestheless1880@gmail.com 
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Peregrinación de Familias Hispanas al 
Santuario Nacional de la Virgen de Fàtima - 

Blue Army   
Fecha: 12 de Junio de 2021  
Hora: 9:30 am a 3:00 pm  
Lugar: 674 Mountain View Road, Asbury, NJ 
08802  
Información:  
hispanic.ministry@diometuchen.org  

 
 
 
 
Life Choices Research Center offers free services 
such as confidential pregnancy testing, confirmation 
of   pregnancy and material goods. They have a 24-
hour hotline service 1-888-OPT-4HER and offer 
nonjudgmental counseling. 
The St. James Columbiettes are conducting a drive 
to help them. They can use clothes for newborns to 
24 months and sizes 4,5, and 6, diapers, wipes, baby 
wash and shampoo, gift cards and products for Mom 
(deodorant, shampoo, etc.). 
Donation boxes will be set up at Church the 
weekend of May 8 and May 9, If you would like to 
give gift cards or a monetary donation you can send 
it to Sandra Bohinski, PO Box 546, Helmetta, NJ 
08828.  Checks should be made out to “St. James 
Columbiettes”. Any questions call 732-521-3012. 

BINGO IS BACK! 
 

BINGO has returned every Wednesday and Thursday 
evening to Immaculate Conception.  VOLUNTEERS 
ARE NEEDED!  If you are interested in volunteering 
to work bingo, we have shifts from April through 
August available. You can sign up at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090948ABAD22A6F58
-immaculate  Please note that you will need to attend 
a brief training session prior to working your first 
shift.  The next session will be held on May 7th at 
7pm.  You only need to attend one session, however 
you must have training prior to working 
BINGO.  Any questions, please contact Michelle 
Rogala at bingo@icsspotswood.com. 

SOLES 4 Souls 
 

 
Donate your unwanted but “gently” used shoes! 

Any Size ! Any gender! Any style! 
 

Mission turns unwanted shoes and boots into 
opportunity by keeping them from going to waste 
and putting them to good use - providing relief, 
creating jobs, and empowering people to break the 
cycle of poverty. 
 
Bins will be at each entrance of the Church from 
May 15 - June 20th 
 

Sponsored by St James Columbiettes 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS  
HIGH SCHOOL 

 Summer Aquinas Academy 
 

5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Graders 
 

8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 

STEM 
Theater Extravaganza 

Forensics 
Monday, June 28th – Friday, July 2nd 

 
Religion  

Tuesday, June 22nd – Thursday, June 24th 
 

$300 Registration Fee 
For information: 

Please call Joan Fetzer @ (732) 549-1108 X620 
or 

e-mail @ Jfetzer@stahs.net 
 
Visit our website at www.stahs.net for information on the 
Summer Aquinas Academy and also our Sports Camps. 

Retiro de Mujeres Hispanas (Español)  
29 de Mayo de 2021 a las  2:00 pm  

Holy Trinity Church - Basement  
315 Lawrie Street, Perth Amboy NJ  

Costo: $15  
Cupos limitados  

Información:  
hispanic.ministry@diometuchen.org  
Registro:diometuchen.org/
hispanicevangelization   

mailto:hispanic.ministry@diometuchen.org


 

 

HYMNS: 
Processional: God is Love  
Offertory: Prayer of St. Francis 
Communion: What Wondrous Love 
Recessional: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal Update 
As of May 3, 2021: 
          Parish Goal:           $80,000.00 
          Pledged:                 $40,110.00 
          # of Pledges:           156 
          Percent of goal:       50.1% 
Please consider making a pledge to this very important 
endeavor.  All pledges are deeply appreciated; big or small! 

    FOOD  COLLECTION 
   
We will be collecting food for the 
Deacons' Food Pantry  in Jamesburg on 

June 5th/6th. We will need items for a Picnic 
Dinner.  Some items  needed: ketchup, mustard, 
relish, pickles, sauerkraut and baked beans. 
Please leave all items in the back room of the 
Church.  Thank you in advance for your 
generosity! 

St. James Rosary Altar Society 
Looking for new members!  We would 
love to have you part of the Rosary 
Team here at St. James! 

 
Membership obligations:    Recite and meditate 
the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary 1x week and 
include all members in each Rosary intentions. 
 
Monthly Meetings are optional. The Rosary and 
Miraculous Medal Novena are said in Church 
followed by a brief meeting and light 
refreshments in the Parish Hall. 
 
If you would like to become a member contact 
jackiroc87@yahoo.com    

Electronic Giving: FAITH DIRECT 
 

Join the many parishioners who have already enrolled in 
Faith Direct for automated giving to St James.  Faith 
Direct is secure, convenient and will provide you with an 
offertory card to place in the basket during collections.  
There is no cost to you, and the program provides a great 
benefit to our parish.  Sign up today by visiting 
www.faithdirect.net.  Our parish code is NJ411 or scan 
the QR Code with your smartphone located below to 
enroll online. You may also download an enrollment 
form from our website or pick one up at the rectory.  For 
more information, call Faith Direct at 866-507-8757.   

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 
 

Registration for the 2021/2022 Religious Education 
program will take place on Sunday, June 6th from 

9:30am to 11:30 am in the rectory. Registration fee 
is $125. If you have any questions about registration, 
please contact Kim at 732-521-1188 or 

jamesthelessccd@gmail.com .New Students must be 
registered in the Parish and provide copy of the 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 
           
1st collection:   $ 4,096 
 
In this time of stress and uncertainty, we ask our 
parishioners to continue to send in their weekly offerings 
as their means allow.  St James the Less Parish is totally 
dependent upon the generosity of its parishioners as our 
bills have not gone away during this pandemic. Our 
weekly budget is approximately $8500.  We would like 
to thank all our parishioners who continue to send in 
their envelopes. We appreciate your support.  If you are 
participating in mass online, you can mail your 
envelopes to the rectory.  Every little bit helps.  Thank 
you! 

PARISH INTENTION 
 

As we celebrate our Blessed mother's first 
apparition to the three seers of Fatima on May 13, 
let us strive to pray the rosary daily,  and heed her 
admonition “penance penance penance”.  

                   Ministry Schedule 
         May 15th/16th 

Mass Lector 
Eucharistic        

Minister 

Saturday 
4:00pm 

P. Hughes  R. Iannacone 

Sunday 
8:00am 

S. Rudy  D. Halpin 

10:00am J. Malet A. Demetzky 

mailto:jamesthelessccd@gmail.com

