
 

 

SAINT JAMES THE LESS PARISH 
January 29, 2023 

36 Lincoln Avenue, Jamesburg, NJ 08831   

Rev. Juan C. Gaviria 

Parish Administrator  
 

Rev. Peter A. Chakkunny, CMI 

In Residence 
 

Patricia Bisignano 
Parish Secretary/Office Mgr 

 
Linda Rondinelli 

Parish Catechetical Leader 
 

Frank Santiago 

Maintenance 

Daily Mass Schedule 
Morning Prayer 

Monday - Friday 8:15 am 
Weekday Mass 

Monday  - Friday 8:30 am 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday: 4:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 2:00 pm (Sp.), 5:00 pm 
Adoration 

Thursdays 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
Confession 

Thursdays 4:30 pm, Saturday: 3:00 pm or by appointment 

Knights of Columbus  
Council #6336 

83 E. Lincoln Avenue,  Monroe 
1st & 3rd Monday of every month 8:00pm 

 
St. James Columbiettes 

2nd Monday of every month 7:00 pm 
except July & August 

HALL RENTAL AVAILABLE 
732-521-3366 

Food Pantry Donation 
First Sunday of  every month 

Music Ministry 
 

   David Shirley - Director of Music 

stjamesmusicministry21@gmail.com 
George Cole - Cantor 

St. James Cemetery 
 

Mott Avenue, Monroe Twp 
For more information please contact the Rectory 

PLOTS AVAILABLE 

Parish Mission Statement 
St. James the Less Parish is a Christian Community of the Roman 
Catholic tradition. Our Parish Community is dedicated to proclaiming 
the Gospel of Jesus, and as the people of God are called to further the 
mission of Jesus. We will do this through the Word, Liturgy, Sacrament, 
Music, Ecumenism, Evangelization, Religious Education of our 
Children, Prayer and the Honoring of the Blessed Virgin Mary. We will 
deepen our knowledge, skills and understanding of our Faith. We will be 
Faith based. Above all, we will foster Love by example and serve the 
needs of others to work towards economic and social development for 
all people.  

                     Adoration 
On Thursdays, Adoration will be held in the 
Church from 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm.  All are 
welcome to come for any amount of time.  

Parish Office: 732-521-0100   
Email: jamestheless1880@gmail.com 
Website: stjamesthelesschurch.org 
 
Parish Office Hours:  
Monday, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Tuesday-Thursday, 8:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Closed Fridays 
 
Religious Education: 732-521-1188 
R.E. email: sjtlccd@gmail.com 
R.E. Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 9am - 1pm 
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                FOOD  COLLECTION 
   
We will be collecting food for the Deacons' Food Pantry  in Jamesburg on 
February 4th/5th.  Some items  needed:  Cereal, hot chocolate packets, pancake 
mix, syrup, pasta, sauce & canned goods.  Please leave all items in the back room 
of the Church or drop them off in the rectory during office hours.  Thank you in 
advance for your generosity! 

Today’s reading is the beginning of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, which is found in Matthew’s 
Gospel. The form of the Beatitudes found here is not unique to Jesus. Beatitudes are found in 
the Old Testament, in the psalms, and in wisdom literature, for example. They are a way to 
teach about who will find favor with God. 

We quickly note in this reading that the people whom Jesus calls “blessed” and “happy” are not 
people we think of as blessed or happy . . . the poor in spirit, the meek, the persecuted. This 
Gospel is one of reversals. Jesus’ blueprint for happiness reflects little of what the world might 
call happiness. 

“Blessed” is sometimes translated as happy, fortunate, or favored. In other words, Jesus is 
saying that divine favor is upon those who are poor, those who mourn, those who are 
persecuted. This news might have been welcome—and surprising—to the crowds who heard 
Jesus that day. 

The Beatitudes can be understood as a framework for Christian living. Our vocation as 
Christians is not to be first in this world, but rather to be first in the eyes of God. By referring to 
the good things that the faithful will experience, Matthew reminds us that those who act in the 
manner described in the Beatitudes will find their reward with God. 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
 
 

January 22nd 
 
1st Collection: $ 5,980.00 
2nd Collection: $1,493.00 
(Foundation Catholic Education) 

Mass Lector Eucharistic   Minister Altar Server  

Saturday 4:00pm Pat Moke Charlotte Klecan Noah Kozee/J & L LaForgia 

Sunday 8:00 am Tom Gibbons Elaine Slabinski Jake Fiordaliso 

Sunday 10:00 am Judy Pugliese IN NEED Brad & Eric Malet 

Sunday 5:00 pm Susan Keating Anne Mendoker Lily Horn & Ryan Desmond 

A message from Fr Juan C. Gaviria 

This new year we pray for renewed hope and 
courage, in the midst of injustice, persecution, 
and attacks on marriage, family, and life of the 
unborn, while we cling to our faith, 
Remembering that God is always in charge, and 
that Jesus wins in the end.   

PARISH   INTENTION 



 

 

Baptism:  Parents who wish to have their child baptized need to 
call the Rectory. Preparation classes are required and are by 
appointment only.  
 
Sponsors and Godparents:  Church law mandates that a 
sponsor for baptism and confirmation be an active Confirmed  
Catholic.  An active Catholic is a parishioner who is registered, 
attends Mass weekly, contributes to the support of the church, is 
in a valid Catholic marriage (if married), and leads a life 
compatible with Church teaching. We can only write letters of 
eligibility for parishioners who meet these criteria. 
 
Matrimony: Couples contemplating this Sacrament must contact 
the Parish Office at least one year in advance. All couples 
planning marriage must attend Pre-Cana classes or Engaged 
Encounter. 
 
Ministry of the Sick:  Parishioners who are homebound and  
would like to receive the Eucharist, please call the Rectory.  
 
Religious Education Classes: For information on Religious 
Education classes, please contact our Religious Education office 
at 732-521-1188.  
 
RCIA:  Adults inquiring about the Catholic Church with a desire 
to become Catholic are invited to call the Parish Office for more 
information about the Rite of Catholic Initiation of Adults which 
begins in September and runs through the following Easter. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY  30 
8:30 AM  +    JOHN & PATRICIA SCASSERRA 
R/B: PAT & GREG LESTER 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY  31 
8:30 AM  +  TOM & BRIEGE WALKER 
R/B: FAMILY 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1   
8:30 AM   +  MILDRED COLAMUSSI 

R/B:  HUSBAND 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
8:30 AM   + ANNA & VITO CAPUTO  
R/B: FAMILY 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3    
8:30  AM  +  MAXIMINO ZAPANTA 
R/B:  ED & CHARLOTTE KLECAN 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4  
4:00 PM   + ASSUNTA JOHNSON 
R/B: FR JUAN & ST JAMES STAFF 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5  
8:00 AM  + ALICIA BERRIOS 
R/B: MATTHEW & EVELYN DENSEN 
 
10:00 AM  +  PETER KOWAL 
R/B: ISABELLA & LARRY PAPPAGALLO 
 
2:00 PM   + LUCIA DI FELICE 
R/B: DAUGHTER 
 
5:00 PM   FOR THE PEOPLE OF ST JAMES 

  

 

Week of  January 30th 
 

MONDAY/LUNES 
Heb 11:32-40   Ps 31:20-24   Mk 5:1-20 
 
TUESDAY/MARTES 
Heb 12:1-4   Ps 22:26-28, 30-32   Mk 5:21-43  
 
WEDNESDAY/MIÉRCOLES 

Heb 12:4-7, 11-15   Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a   Mk 6:1-6 
 
THURSDAY/JUEVES 
Mal 3:1-4   Ps 24:7-10   Heb 2:14-18   Lk 2:22-40  
 
FRIDAY/VIERNES 
Heb 13:1-8   Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8-9   Mk 6:14-29 
 
SATURDAY/SÁBADO 
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21   Ps 23:1-6   Mk 6:30-34 
 
SUNDAY/DOMINGO 
Is 58:7-10   Ps 112:4-9   1 Cor 2:1-5   Mt 5:13-16 

“The Lord loves our brothers and sisters who 
are ill. With trust let us pray to him that he will 
comfort them with his grace.” 

 
Bishop Emeritus Paul Bootkoski, Marie Beatty, 
Finnley Hanaway, Serge, Hunt, Felicia Mazzio, 
Joseph McGuire, Anne Pinto, Mary Prince, 
Genevieve Rhoades, Joanne Russell, Peggy 
Schiller, Emma Villiarola  
 
To add someone to the list please call the rectory or 

send an email to: jamestheless1880@gmail.com 
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                          REFLEXIONES  
“Bendecidos los pobres de espíritu, porque de ellos es el reino del cielo” MATEO 5:3 
La frase “pobres de espíritu” puede confundirnos. Piense de ella en este sentido - pobres de 
espíritu significa depender de la providencia de Dios y no de nuestra propia autosuficiencia. 

Desprendernos de las cosas terrenales (poder, dinero, y comodidad) y apegarnos a las cosas celestiales 
(caridad, sacrificio y misericordia). Negarnos a nosotros mismos la satisfacción de nuestros deseos y 
ayudar a otros a cubrir sus necesidades básicas. 

El evangelio de hoy es el inicio del Sermón del Monte, el cual encontramos en el evangelio de 
Mateo.  La expresión de las bienaventuranzas presente en este evangelio no vvvvves única de 
Jesús.  Las bienaventuranzas se encuentran en el Antiguo Testamento, en los salmos y en la 
literatura de la sabiduría, por ejemplo. Ellas son una forma de enseñar acerca de como encontrar el 
favor de Dios.  

Notamos rápidamente en esta lectura que la gente a quienes Jesús llama “bienaventurados” y 
“dichosos” no son aquellos que llamamos felices o benditos.  Los pobres de espíritu, los 
perseguidos eso son los bienaventurados.  El evangelio nos revela que la idea de felicidad de Jesús 
no se parece a nuestra idea tradicional de plenitud. 

“Bienaventurado” es traducido como alguien feliz, afortunado o favorecido.  En otras palabras, 
Jesús dice que el favor divino está sobre aquellos pobres, los que sufren, y los perseguidos.  Esta 
nueva concepción debió de ser una sorpresa para aquellos quienes escuchaban a Jesús.    

Las bienaventuranzas pueden ser entendidas como un modelo para la vida cristiana.  Nuestra 
vocación como cristianos no debe de enfocarse solo en este mundo, sino guiarse ante la mirada de 
Dios.  Al referirse a las cosas buenas que los fieles van a experimentar, San Mateo nos recuerda 
que aquellos que actúan de la manera descrita en el evangelio, encontrarán su premio junto a 
Dios.  

Una carta de  Rev Juan C. Gaviria 

 
 
 
 

Campaña Anual del Obispo 2023  
Renovados y Enviados en Misión por la Eucaristía 

 
Por favor, esté atento en su buzón de correo por la 
carta del Obispo Checchio que recibirá esta semana, 
anunciando la Campaña Anual del Obispo 2023. 
Nuestra parroquia puede ser parte de una Campaña 
exitosa al obtener un reembolso del 50% de la 
cantidad recaudada por encima de la meta. 
 
A través de su apoyo a la Campaña Anual del 
Obispo, usted ayuda a los más necesitados de 
nuestra diócesis: los pobres, las personas sin hogar y 
aquellos que luchan con enfermedades o dolor. Entre 
otros ministerios pastorales, su aporte también apoya 
la formación de seminaristas y nuestro ministerio de 
capellanes para los hospitales y las prisiones. Los 
numerosos ministerios pastorales, educativos y 
caritativos de la Diócesis de Metuchen no serían 
posibles sin la generosa contribución de cada hogar. 
Por favor, sean tan generosos como sus medios lo 
permitan. 



 

 

St. James Religious Education  
Snow Days 

 
Winter is finally here! In the event of 
inclement weather, please call the Religious 
Education Office at 732-521-1188 for a 
recorded message on cancellation of classes.  
If the public schools have an early dismissal 
or are closed due to weather, Religious 
Education classes will automatically be 
cancelled.  You will not receive a phone call 
from your child’s teacher or the Religious 
Education Office. 

YEAR END TAX STATEMENTS 
 

If you would like a copy of your year-end tax statement 
please call the rectory at 732-521-0100 or send an email 
to: jamestheless1880@gmail.com 

        Stewardship Reflections 
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.” MATTHEW 5:3 
The phrase “poor in spirit” can be 

confusing. Think of it in this sense – poor in spirt 
means depending on God’s providence and not 
depending on our own self-reliance. Being detached 
from earthy things (power, money, and comfort) and 
being attached to heavenly things (charity, sacrifice, 
and mercy).Denying ourselves from satisfying our 
desires and helping others obtain their basic needs. 

RETROUVAILLE 
 

Stress In Your Marriage? 
Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 

Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? 
Have you thought about separation or divorce? 

Does talking about it only make it worse? 
 

RETROUVAILLE is a Lifeline to Help Couples Heal 
and Renew their Marriages sponsored by the Office of 

Family Life, Diocese of Metuchen, NJ. 
 
  

RETROUVAILLE consists of a weekend experience 
for married couples (no group discussions) with six 
follow-up sessions.  The upcoming weekend is 
February 3 – 5, 2023.  All inquiries are confidential.  
For further information, please contact Rich 
Colasuonno 732-236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno 732
-672-0748 or email 3024@helpourmarriage.org.   

Worldwide   
Marriage Encounter 

 
 

Looking for the perfect gift for your spouse? 
Why not give yourselves a Marriage Encounter Weekend. 

 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the 

time and tools to revitalize romance, deepen communication, 
and nourish the spirituality in your marriage. 

 
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend will be 

held February 24 - 26. 
 

Please apply ASAP as space is limited. 
Phone 1-732-904-9636 for application and information (Tom 

& Ruth DeFalco). 
 

Visit us at: www.wwme.org for more information.  

 
 
 
 

2023 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Renewed and Sent on Mission by the Eucharist 

 

Please watch your mailbox for a letter from Bishop 
Checchio coming to you this week announcing the            
2023 Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  Our parish can share 
in a successful Appeal by earning a rebate of 50% of 
the amount collected over goal. 
 
Through your support of the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal you help those in our diocese whose needs 
are the greatest—the poor, the homeless, and those 
struggling with illness or grief.  Among other 
needed pastoral ministries, your gift also supports 
the formation of seminarians and the ministry of our 
hospital and prison chaplains. The many pastoral, 
educational and charitable ministries of the Diocese 
of Metuchen would not be possible without a 
generous contribution from every household.  Please 
be as generous as your means allow. 

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.” 
 

JANUARY 

Barbara Gibbons, Mildred Hettinger, Peter Kaznosky,  

Ernestine Rosconi & Frank Seminara  


